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5 In order to take advantage of the random nature of the indexed rest positions of 
.♦thfc reels, it is known to replace the fixed jackpot by a progressfye'jackpot In 

Which a proportion of each wager placed by the player of the slot machine Is 

■ - • 

. "used to increment the jackpot progressively. The randomness makes it possible 
: for the progressive jackpot to become large relative to the fixed jackpot'described 
10 above, which enhances the attracBvenfess of the slot machine- to would-be 
players thereof. It must, of course, be appreciated that the randomness also 
raises the possibility of the progressive Jackpot being won when it is small relative 
to the above fixed jackpot 

15 The probability of winning the jackpot is the reciprocal of the number of all 
possible outcomes of the game, which will be referred to as the jackpot eyrie of 
. the game, for convenience. As an Illustration, the jackpot cyefe of the three-reel 
slot machine earlier in this specification is 27 000. This means that on average, 
27 000 outcomes of the game must be determined rn order for the contents of the 

20 progressive jackpot, or accumulation accouht, to be won by the player; 

The next step fn fre evolution of jackpot wagering systems was to fink multiple 
slot machirtes having identical jackpot cycles to the same progressive jackpot, 
leading to the creation of laigerand mcro attractive jackpots. Initially, the multiple 

25 identical slot machines linked to such progressive jackpots were in dose 
proximity, such as within a land-based casino, but the advent of low-cost 
telecommunication soon enabled multiple clusters of Identical slot machines to be 
linked to a single progressive jackpot It la a characterlsHc of such distributed 
progressive jackpot wagering systems that they are restricted to casinos 

30 belonging to a single business enterprise. 

The advent of the Internet has led to a proliferation of online casinos, bringing 
online gaming within the reach of anyone with access to the World Wide Web of 
the Internet Jackpot wagering systems and progressive Jackpot wagering 
35 systems have now become available through such online casinos, online 
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OBJECT OF THE f MVPivrnr>M 



11Z "J* fnVemi0n t0 ^ 3 wagering system, and a 

« *** WaBerfn9 Wi "' * ,eaSt « alteviate the 
abovem e nt, 0 neddiff[cufties and disadvantages, 

25 SUMMARY OF THE iNVENTfOM 

In accordance with this Invention there is rawuM** * ■ u . 
. comprising: P 3 J"* 1 ** system, 
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5 outcome causing the prayer who placed mat wager to win the contents of the 
; • accumulation account 

• characterised in that 
• the system includes: 
enrolling means operable to enrol each player In a lottery as a function of at least 
10 \ the wager placed by that player on the turn of the came of chance: and 

selection means adivatebJe to select one of the enrolled players as a winner of 
the lottery as a function of a contingency determined at least by chance, the 
winner of the lottery being awarded flie contents of the accumulation account 

15 Further features of the invention provide for each player terminal to be operable 
by a respective player to place a wager on any one of a plurality of different turns 
of the game of chance, for- the enrolling means to enrol any player In the lottery 
as a function of wagers placed by that player on a plurality of different turns of the 
game of chance, for the enrolling means to be operable to enrol a player in the 

20 lottery once for every 10. preferably i 5, different turns of the gams of chance on 
' which the player has placed a wager, for the enrolling means to be operable to 
enrol players in the lottery only during a predetermined time interval, and for the 
selection means to select the winner of the lottery at the expiry of the 
predetermined time interval, alternatively when the balance of the accumulation 

25 account exceeds a predetermined threshold. 

There Is former provided for each enrolment of any player In the lottery to he 
uniquely identifiable, for each enrolment in the lottery- to be uniquely identifiable 
by means of a corresponding unique code, for the lottery to be cancelled upon 
30 the occurrence of a favourable outcome of the game of chance during the 
predetermined time Interval, and for the selection means to be a random number 
generator arranged to geneiafe a random number corresponding one of the 
unique codes. 



The invention extends to a method for jackpot wagering, comprising tfie steps of: 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

. One embodiment of the Invention is described below, by way of example only, 
10 : and with reference to the abovementioned drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a schematic representation of a jackpot wagering system according to . 
the invention. 

15 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OP THE INVENTION 

Referring to Figure 1, a Jackpot wagering system Is indicated generally by 
reference numeral (1) 

20 The jackpot wagering system Includes a gaming server (2) and a player termfrial 
in the farm of a computer workstation 3 with an associated display monitor (4) 
and a pointing device (5), such as a mouse or a touch pad. The computer 
workstation (3) is located remotely from the gaming server (2) and 
communication between the computer workstation and the gaming server is 

25 provided across a communication network (6) that Is, in this embodiment, the 
internet The system (1) also includes an accumulation facility (7) in the form of 
an application server, and a lottery server (20), both erf which are connected to 
the communication network (6). 

30 The computer workstation (3) is a conventional personal computer operating 
under a Windows 2000 operating system, which is well known and commercially 
available from the Microsoft Corporation of Seattle, Washington, USA. The 
computer workstation (3) executes a software simulation program that simulates 
the progress of a game of chance. The generic operation of the simulation 

35 program will be described in more detail in the description that follows. 
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5 .The gaming server (2) forwards data relating to the size of each wager across the 
communication network (6) to me application server (7) where It is processed by 
the accumulation software program The accumulation software program (9) 
maintains a balance of an accumulation account on the application server (7) and 
. increments this balance by an amount equaj I 'to a predetermined portion of each 
10 wager made by the player. The predetermined portion of each wager that is 
accumulated in this manner is 3 percent ' 

It is envisaged that a plurality of different players may each simultaneously use 
the jackpot wagering system (1), each from a corresponding different computer 

15 workstation (3), The accumulation software program (9) increments the balance 
• of the accumulation account by an amount corresponding to a predetermined 
portion of each wager made by each one of the plurality of different players using 
the Jackpot wagering system (1). It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art 
that the balance of the accumulation account can rapidly become lame, which 

20 renders the Jackpot wagering system (1) attractive to participating and would-be 
players. 

The game of chance has a favourable outcome, three partially intermediate 
outcomes, and a plurality of unfavourable outcomes. When the random event 
25 generator (8) generates random events that result in an unfavourable outcome, 
the player's wager Is forfeited to an operator of the Jackpot wagering system (1). 
When a favourable outcome of ifie game of chance occurs, the player wins the 
entire contents of the accumulation account When an intermediate outcome 
occurs, toe player wins the wager at corresponding fixed odds. 
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The operator of the of the jackpot wagering system (1) may establish a time 
window during which to run an associated supplementary game, as follows: 

1. during the established time window, the enrolling facility {22} monitors the 
. play of each participating payer and enrols the players in a lottery, or 
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It wffl be further appreciated by those skilled In the art that a jackpot wagering 
system according to the invention exhibits a greater degree of functionality than 
prior art systems. The technical problem solved by this invention Is that of 
providing a supplementary draw associated: with a Jackpot wagering syBfem 
In which a scale of a player's participation ; in the supplementary draw is directly 
praporndnEil to that player's participation in'a game of chance that forms a basis 
for the jackpot wagering system. The use of an open communication channel 
such as the Internet to provide communication between various components of 
me Jackpot wagering system (1) removes any geographical or organisational 
limitations that gre characteristic of prior artjackpot wagering systems. 

Numerous modifications are possible to this invention without departing from the 
scopb of the invention. In particular, trie lottery lime window may terminate when 
ihe balance of the accumulation account has reached a predetermined threshold, 
instead of at a particular time. Further, the: lottery server (20) may be combined 
with the application server (7) in order to reduce the complexity of the system. 
sm further, the portion of a wager that lis accumulated in me accumulation 
account may be variable instead of being a fixed portion. For example, larger 
contributions, say 5 percent of the wager, may be accumulated in the 
accumulation account when the balance .of the account is small, decreasing 
linearly to a minimum of 3 percent as the balance of the accumulation account 
increases. Yet further, the underlying game of chance may have five partially . 
favourable outcomes instead cf three, 

The invention therefore provides a jackpot wagering system that provides players 
with automatic participation in a supplementary draw associated with a game of 
chance. 
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